Bevacizumab in the treatment of metastatic colorectal cancer.
Angiogenesis is essential for tumor growth and metastasis, and has become a useful target for novel biological agents. Vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) is one of the most important angiogenesis regulators. Bevacizumab is a recombinant humanized anti-VEGF monoclonal antibody recently approved in Europe and the USA for first- and second-line therapy (in combination with chemotherapy) for metastatic colorectal cancer. It has a proven impact on survival, as demonstrated in large Phase III clinical trials. Treatment with bevacizumab is generally well tolerated, with hypertension and arterial thromboembolic events being the main side effects. Currently, its role in the adjuvant setting, in combination with chemotherapy, is being evaluated in large Phase III clinical trials.